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Every four years the people of the United States [choose/chose/chosen/chooses/choosing] a President. An election always [take/took/taken/takes/taking] place on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. In 2008, Americans [go/went/gone/goes/going] to the polls on Tuesday, November 4.


The job of President [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] a very important one. The President [pick/picked/picks/picking] many of the people who [help/helped/helps/helping] run the country, [include/included/includes/including] judges. The President, as Commander in Chief, [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] also in charge of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. He or she [represent/represented/represents/representing] the United States and [decide/decided/decides/deciding] how we should [work/worked/works/working] with other countries. The President [suggest/suggested/suggests/suggesting] laws and [sign/signed/signs/signing] laws. Sometimes he or she even [reject/rejected/rejects/rejecting] laws. The American people generally expect the President to [work/worked/works/working] hard to [help/helped/helps/helping] other countries get along with the United States, and with each other.   

Not just anyone [can/could] be President. The President [can/could] be a man or a woman of any race or any religion but must [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] a native-born American and at least 35 years old. Now, a person [can/could] only [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] President for eight years (two four-year terms.) [Franklin Delano Roosevelt [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] President for thirteen years. He [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] elected four times. After his presidency, an amendment to the Constitution [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] [pass/passed/passes/passing], making it unconstitutional for a person to [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] elected more than twice to the presidency.]

In 2008, there [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] several people running for President, but the two major (Republican and Democratic Party) candidates [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] John McCain and Barack Obama. 


The Republican Party Presidential Candidate [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] John McCain. His Vice Presidential running mate [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] Sarah Palin.  


The Democratic Party Presidential Candidate [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] Barack Obama. His Vice Presidential running mate [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] Joe Biden.

Running for president [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] not easy. It [take/took/taken/takes/taking] a lot of work and many months to [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] elected president. People [vote/voted/votes/voting] during the state primaries and caucuses. That [help/helped/helps/helping] each party decide who to [choose/chose/chosen/chooses/choosing] as their candidate.


In general, the candidates [try/tried/tries/trying] to [get/got/gotten/gets/getting] people to [vote/voted/votes/voting] for them by [give/gave/given/gives/giving] speeches, [shake/shook/shaken/shakes/shaking] hands, [give/gave/given/gives/giving] interviews, and [pay/paid/pays/paying] for ads on TV, radio, and in newspapers. 

The political parties always officially [choose/chose/chosen/chooses/choosing] their presidential candidate at their conventions. That successful candidate (referred to as the party’s presidential “nominee”) then [pick/picked/picks/picking] a Vice Presidential running mate. [The members of the party can [disapprove/disapproved/disapproves/disapproving] of the nominee’s choice for Vice Presidential running mate, but that rarely [happen/happened/happens/happening]!] The members of the party [choose/chose/chosen/chooses/choosing] the list of ideas that they [think/thought/thinks/thinking] are important (called the “party platform”) and the candidates begin to [campaign/campaigned/campaigns/campaigning].


The candidates always [campaign/campaigned/campaigns/campaigning] hard. They [march/marched/marches/marching] in parades, [shake/shook/shaken/shakes/shaking] more hands, [give/gave/given/gives/giving] more speeches, and [talk/talked/talks/talking] on TV shows. Volunteers [put/puts/putting] up signs, banners, posters, and [make/made/makes/making] phone calls to [convince/convinced/convinces/convincing] people to [vote/voted/votes/voting] for their candidate. It is a grueling (tiring, exhausting) process—for the candidates, the campaign workers, and even the American people, who often [get/got/gotten/gets/getting] tired of all the speeches and TV advertisements.


Customarily, the candidates [have/had/has/having] debates where they [answer/answered/answers/answering] questions about the issues that [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] important to the people in our country. The debates [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] usually shown on television and lots of people [watch/watched/watches/watching]. The debates [help/helped/helps/helping]  voters decide who to [vote/voted/votes/voting] for.

On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, people all over the United States [go/went/gone/goes/going] to a polling location and [vote/voted/votes/voting]  their choice for President. Some people [vote/voted/votes/voting]  by punching a hole in a card. Some [use/used/uses/using] computers with touch screens, and some people still [vote/voted/votes/voting]  by [use/used/uses/using] paper ballots and by [put/puts/putting] an X in a box or space next to the candidate's name.

A person [have/had/has/having] to [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] at least 18 years old to [vote/voted/votes/voting]. The person must also [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] a United States citizen and must [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] registered to [vote/voted/votes/voting]. In the present federal electoral system, any person who [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] currently in jail or who [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] currently on probation for [commit/committed/commits/committing] a felony (serious crime such as murder or robbery) cannot [vote/voted/votes/voting] in a presidential election. Many people [disagree/disagreed/disagrees/disagreeing] with this rule because they [believe/believed/believes/believing] that even criminals, who [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] often poor people, should [have/had/has/having] a voice in their society’s government.


The candidate who [get/got/gotten/gets/getting] the most votes in each state [get/got/gotten/gets/getting] all the electoral votes for that state. Each state [have/had/has/having] a certain number of electoral votes. The more people who [live/lived/lives/living] in a state, the more electoral votes that state [get/got/gotten/gets/getting]. (Can you see why a candidate would [decide/decided/decides/deciding] to [spend/spent/spends/spending] a lot of time campaigning in California, New York, and Texas?) The first candidate to [win/won/wins/winning] 270 electoral votes [become/became/becomes/becoming] the President!
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Every four years, on January 20, a President [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] sworn in, in Washington, D.C.  That man or woman always [recite/recited/recites/reciting] this same oath (promise): "I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States." 


After the inauguration, a President [nominate/nominated/nominates/nominating] people for the jobs he or she [want/wanted/wants/wanting] them to [do/did/done/does/doing] in the different departments of the federal government. The heads of the departments of the federal government [make/made/makes/making] up what is called the President's Cabinet. There [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] many jobs to [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] filled and they [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] all important. According to the Constitution, the 100 Senators in the Senate must [approve/approved/approves/approving] each nominee. [On the other hand, the 435 Representatives in the House of Representatives, the other house of Congress, [do/did/done/does/doing] not [have/had/has/having] any voice in this matter.]

Cabinet Members and their Jobs

· 
The Secretary of State [advise/advised/advises/advising] the President on how we should [deal/dealt/deals/dealing] with other countries. 

· 
The Secretary of the Treasury [handle/handled/handles/handling] the government's economic affairs.

· 
The Secretary of Defense [direct/directed/directs/directing] the armies and [assist/assisted/assists/assisting] the President with the country's security.

· 
The Attorney General [advise/advised/advises/advising] and [represent/represented/represents/representing] the government in important legal matters. 

· 
The Secretary of the Interior [protect/protected/protects/protecting] and [maintain/maintained/maintains/maintaining] the country's land, water, minerals, fish, wildlife, national parks, recreation areas and historic places.

· 
The Secretary of Agriculture [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] responsible for food safety and for farm development.

· 
The Secretary of Commerce [promote/promoted/promotes/promoting] trade both here in the US and with other countries,

· 
The Secretary of Labor [improve/improved/improves/improving] the working conditions of US workers. 

· 
The Secretary of Health and Human Services [direct/directed/directs/directing] many programs in the fields of health care and social services.

· 
The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development [take/took/taken/takes/taking] responsibility for programs concerned with housing needs and with the improvement and development of cities. 

· 
The Secretary of Transportation [promote/promoted/promotes/promoting] and [develop/developed/develops/developing] transportation in the U.S. 

· 
The Secretary of Energy [deal/dealt/deals/dealing] with the US energy needs and problems. 

· 
The Secretary of Education [help/helped/helps/helping]  the country provide equal educational opportunity for all and [advise/advised/advises/advising] the President on how to improve that education. [Then the President decides whether or not to follow that advice. If the President doesn’t like the Secretary’s advice, the President may ask that Secretary to resign!]
· 
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs [be/was/were/been/is/are/being] responsible for all programs for men and women who [have/had/has/having] [serve/served/serves/serving] in the nation’s Armed Forces.


On January 20, 2009, the President Barack Obama and his family [move/moved/moves/moving] into the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. They will [live/lived/lives/living] there and [work/worked/works/working] there until January, 2013, or until January, 2017 if the President [get/got/gotten/gets/getting] re-elected for a second term.
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Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, John Edwards (leading Democratic Party candidates as of 1-8-08)

Words to Help You


ballot - a list of people trying to get elected  


campaign - when people act together to try to get a candidate elected to a job 


candidate - a person who is trying to get elected 


caucus - a meeting that happens in some states to choose candidates for the political party's convention (only members of the political party can go to these meetings) 


convention - meeting where a political party chooses their candidate 


debate - a formal meeting where the candidates discuss and argue about the things that they think are important in our country 


Democrat - someone who belongs to the Democratic Party 


Democratic Party - one of the two major political parties in the U.S. 


election - when people choose the person they want to do the job  


electoral votes - the number of votes each state has (based on the number of people who live in that state) 


oath - a promise 


polling location - place where people vote 


primary - an election that happens in some states to choose candidates for the political party's convention (only members of the party can vote in these elections)


political party - people who have similar interests, beliefs and goals about the things that are important to our country 


Republican - someone who belong to the Republican Party 


Republican Party - one of the two major political parties in the U.S. 


running mate - a candidate who is running with another candidate 


term - amount of time someone is elected for 

