Passive Situations
SUGGESTED ANSWERS
Answer each question beginning with He was, She was¸ or It was.

1. Last week, my house was on this spot looking new and beautiful. Today, it’s on the same spot without a roof and with eight broken windows. What happened?
It was hit by a hurricane./It got hit by a hurricane.
2. A truck ran over Mr. Jones and Mr. Jones ended up lying in the street with two broken legs, a broken arm, and a fractured skull. He was unconscious. What happened next (thank God)?

He was taken to the hospital./He got taken to the hospital.
3. The piece of cake was on a plate in the kitchen when I went to the bathroom. Now that I’m back, there is no piece of cake on the plate. How did that happen?

It was eaten by somebody./It got eaten by somebody.
4. The police officer was smiling at 8 o’clock. Now, at eight-fifteen, he’s on the ground with blood coming out of a hole in his leg. How did that happen?

He was shot./He got shot.
5. The plane was flying towards California at 9 o’clock. Now, at 10 o’clock, it’s flying into a building in New York. How did that happen?

It was hijacked./It got hijacked.
6. Mrs. Smith, drunk as usual, was working happily at her desk yesterday. Today she is not working at her desk. What happened?

She was fired./She got fired.
7. Barack Obama was living in Chicago in 2008. Now, he is living at the White House. What happened?

He was elected president.
8. The thief was counting the money he stole from the bank last Wednesday. Today, he is counting the cockroaches in his jail cell. What happened?

He was arrested./He got arrested.
9. At the end of the first trial, the criminal case, OJ Simpson was smiling. At the end of the second trial, the civil case, OJ was frowning and looking nervous. What happened to him in the second trial?

He was found guilty.
10. At 5 o’clock, the baby seal was playing happily in the snow. Now, at 6 o’clock, it’s lying in a pool of blood. What happened?

It was killed by a hunter./It got killed by a hunter.
11. My bird was hobbling on the bottom of the cage last week, with a broken wing, unable to fly. Now, this morning, it’s perched in a swing singing happily. What happened?

It was cured by the vet[erinarian].
12. At last year’s Christmas party, after drinking the eggnog, the office workers sang Christmas carols. At this year’s Christmas party, having drunk the eggnog, the same office workers are taking off all their clothes and chasing each other around the office. What happened to the eggnog? 
It was spiked [with alcohol].
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